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You are invited to the Lord’s table... 
we are all sinners saved by grace alone.
         Benbecula Church of Scotland
Autumn Newsletter 2011

Issue 3-11
Friends,
There are two important matters I want to mention in this letter:  godlessness in the nation and godlessness in the church.

The recent riots in England, marked by violence, looting and wanton destruction, exposed the moral and spiritual rot that is corroding the heart of British society.  In Scotland we escaped this particular fearful eruption but each weekend the centres of our major cities are no-go areas for decent folk because of violence - often alcohol fuelled.  What we are seeing in breakdown throughout society is fruit of godlessness.  When men and women, politicians and national leaders, turn their backs on God there can but be fearful consequences.  Spiritual truth from the Christian Scriptures is dismissed and refused in the name of multiculturalism.  Scriptural standards of moral behaviour are dismissed and refused in the name of relativism – such that men do what is right in their own eyes.  Spiritual and moral absolutes are rejected.  This is godlessness and the grievous, destructive fruit in lives, families and communities is clear for all who have eyes to see.  

God is grieved, we are grieved as we see the swell of godlessness and sinfulness.  I urge you to be living the gospel, praying the gospel, sharing the gospel, interceding that God be merciful, that the good news of Jesus as the only Saviour from sin and death and hell might kindle faith and draw serious repentance – that righteousness might once again exalt our nation.
Sadly, of greater concern, is a strain of godlessness in the Church of Scotland.  Indeed, I suggest that godlessness in the nation rises when the Christian Church does not give a clear, biblical lead.  The 1
Church of Scotland has made an uncertain sound for decades as to spiritual and moral truth – such that church traditions often make do for living faith and obedience to God’s Word.  This godlessness in the church reached a further low at last May’s General Assembly when that which God clearly proscribes as sin and perversion, homosexual sexual intercourse, was accepted as good – proper behaviour for a minister of the gospel.
In this regard I commend to your interest and prayers the clear protest statement from Uist Presbytery included in this newsletter - underlining biblical authority and Scriptural moral standards.  We ought to be hugely encouraged that our Presbytery is resisting the General Assembly’s lead, standing clearly on God’s Word and urging each of us to do the same.
 Some have already withdrawn from Sunday worship to protest the General Assembly’s fateful decision.  While I recognise the urgent need to resists further godlessness in our denomination and while I stand with those making protest, I want to suggest that there are other, more effective ways of protesting (some protest suggestions are included later in the newsletter).  I am concerned that withdrawal at this stage is premature.  The make or break moment will come in 2013/14 if, as seems likely, the church votes to ratify last May’s decision.  What is more, as Christian believers it is our duty to worship God on the Lord’s day.  Any who absents themselves from worship deprive God of His due and deprive themselves of spiritual nourishment and Christian fellowship – the danger is that solitary faith will soon wither and die.  On top of that the local congregation is weakened by any withdrawal.  This is why the writer to the Hebrews urged regular worship participation, 
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‘Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.’ (Hebrews 10:25)
I urge you in the Lord to pray earnestly about these things; to stand on God’s Holy Word; to resist godlessness; to be godly – and as such to be in your place, in the fellowship on Sunday, worshipping God in true godliness and grace – for Jesus Christ’s sake.

Andy Downie
((
On Sunday 14th August 2011, following the morning service, the Kirk Session agreed to commend to and distribute to the congregation and include in our church Newsletter the following statement from Uist Presbytery regarding homosexuality and the ministry.

We are deeply concerned at the route on which the General Assembly has set the church and, with Presbytery, stand in opposition and urge protest and resistance.

As a Kirk Session, however, we are pastorally concerned for those whose protest has led them to withdraw from Sunday worship.  At the very least we urge that all Christians find a fellowship of believers in which to worship God each Sunday.  Moreover, we would encourage all protestors to worship with us, to reinforce our protest, such that our church is strengthened in spiritual resolve, not weakened by defections.

At the moment, before Church of Scotland law is enacted in 2013/14, rather than withdrawal from worship, as a Kirk Session we suggest that effective protest against the decision of the General Assembly might be
3
offered by personal letter to the Moderator of the General Assembly, Rev. David Arnott, Church of Scotland, 121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN, voicing concern and opposition;  and/or by personal letter to the Moderator of Uist Presbytery, Mr Gavin Scott-Forest, 34 Northton, Isle of Harris, HS3 5JA, voicing support for Presbytery resistance;  and/or by personal letter to Mr Alasdair MacGillivray, our treasurer, instructing him to restrict the money you give for God’s work as only for use in local church ministry and world mission, not to be forwarded to central funds;  and/or by signing up to the Dissent website, www.dissent.uk.com.  Personal presence in church, Sunday by Sunday, will affirm our clear stand on God’s Word in sermon, in public statement and in action and will mark support for opposition to the General Assembly’s decision we are taking as Benbecula Kirk Session and Congregation.
*****

 To all congregations of the Church of Scotland within the Presbytery of Uist:
At its meeting on Tuesday 21st June 2011 the Presbytery of Uist voted unanimously to express its disappointment at, and opposition to the decisions made regarding homosexuality and the ministry by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
What has led us to this?

On Monday 23rd May, at the General Assembly in Edinburgh, Lord Patrick Hodge QC presented the report of the Special Commission on Homosexuality and the Ministry.  After nearly six hours of debate and voting it was agreed by 393 votes to 252 to allow ministers and deacons in same-sex relationships ordained before 31st May 2009 to be inducted into pastoral charges.  It was also agreed by 351 votes to 294 that a Theological Commission be set up, tasked with preparing the church to accept those in a same sex partnership for training, ordination and induction to ministry. 
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This Commission will report to the General Assembly of 2013 bringing, among other things, suggested liturgy for church blessing of civil partnership.

What does this mean?

The sad reality is that this is not decision to explore the rights and wrongs of a ‘revisionist’, sexually liberal position.  It is rather a decision to implement a revisionist plan that hallows same sex partnership alongside marriage between a man and woman.  In effect the Theological Commission has been instructed to show the Church of Scotland how to do this, not whether to do it.  

At heart this is an implicit decision to depart from the authority of the Bible.  By clear majority, in effect, the General Assembly indicated that it no longer regards the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as supreme rule of faith and life.  The decision of the General Assembly accelerates departure from the traditional, biblical position of the one holy, catholic Church which regards homosexual intercourse as sinful.    

Where does that put us?
Presbytery publicly affirms that on the issue of same-sex union, the Bible speaks clearly and consistently.  Sexual sin (homo or hetero) is not the unpardonable sin but like all sin must be repented of and forgiven through faith in Jesus Christ or else one cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, that is, cannot be saved and will not enter heaven (1st Corinthians 6:9-11).
Presbytery publicly affirms that the God-given place for sexual intimacy, the only proper place, is that of marriage between one man and one woman.
Presbytery fully understands that congregations and individuals share our dismay at the direction in which the Church of Scotland has been travelling over many years. 
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Presbytery acknowledges the responsibility of congregations and individuals to take the lead in matters of spiritual and moral truth, particularly when the integrity of Christian witness is threatened.

Presbytery, encouraged by the careful and measured way in which congregations and individuals have responded to the General Assembly decision, is concerned that some have felt compelled to protest by withdrawing from Sunday worship.

Presbytery acknowledges that the local circumstances of most congregations within the presbytery area are different and in some cases complex and that a single solution will not be suitable for all congregations.

What are we to do?
Presbytery urges ministers, elders and members to be resolute in resisting the path on which the General Assembly has set the church.

Presbytery urges ministers and elders to be vigilant in pastoral care as our people wrestle with these issues.

Presbytery urges ministers, deacons, readers and preaching elders to preach the good news of Jesus crucified and risen;  to preach biblically with passion and full conviction;  to liberate God’s word so that it gets to grips with the human heart in all of its sinfulness;  to evangelise with all our might.
Presbytery urges ministers, elders and members to pray for and to encourage people who struggle with same-sex attraction; in the love of Christ, to offer them a spiritual home in the local church where, by the grace of God, they might find strength and support for lives of sexual purity as part of Christian discipleship. 

Presbytery urges ministers, elders and members that in reacting to the situation they continue to exercise restraint, giving time for further thought, allowing possibilities to be explored both locally and nationally.

Presbytery urges ministers and elders to take particular responsibility in prayer and biblical truth, to set examples of maturity and direction in the current situation.                        6
Presbytery urges ministers, elders and members to look to the unchanging Word of an unchanging God for the spiritual and moral standards that apply to our lives individually and corporately; not to take our spiritual/moral position from the world, which constantly revises what is ‘acceptable’.
Presbytery urges prayer for the members of and deliberations of the Theological Commission (Reverend Dr John McPake, Convener;  Reverend Dr Alan Falconer, Reverend Dr Mary Henderson, Reverend Dr Marjory Maclean, Dr Jane McArthur, Reverend Gordon Kennedy and Reverend Professor Andrew McGowan).

Presbytery urges all Kirk Sessions to keep their congregations informed of developments in this matter.

On behalf of Presbytery

Andrew Downie (Convener), John Butterfield, Donald Campbell, Hamish Taylor                                                                  15th July 2011

((
Gift Aid Your Offering
The Church of Scotland has produced a new Gift Aid information leaflet and application form (copy enclosed) to reflect the lower rate of Income Tax.
Gift Aid allows us to reclaim an additional £1.25 for every £5.00 donated, at no extra cost to the giver. [If you already give to the work of the church, using the Gift Aid Scheme, there is no need to complete the enclosed form]. 
If not required, may we suggest that you please pass the leaflet on to a member of your family, or to a friend or neighbour - further copies available!
Questions to/ further information from the Church Treasurer. 
                          Alasdair MacGillivray ~ Tel: 01870-602240
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A young man wrote this to his girlfriend.  “Sweetheart, if this world was as hot as the Sahara desert, I would crawl on my knees through the burning sand to come to you.  If it was like the Atlantic Ocean, I would swim through shark infested waters to come to you. I would fight the fiercest dragon to be by you side.

                       P.S.  I will see you on Thursday if it does not rain.  
7
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                     Thank you to all who supported the   Flower Festival.  £260 was raised for support of Sylvia Akulla at Dwelling Places in Uganda. 
Wednesday 5th October – 7:30 pm - Guild will host a Kenya evening when the twinning team will report on their recent trip to Chuka. This is an open meeting to which all are invited.
((
Youth Fellowship resumes regular Friday night meetings in October.
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Saturday 10th September – YF Coffee Morning 11:00 -12:30 in the church hall.  All welcome. Help us raise funds for our trip to Skye Spree.

23/24th September – Skye Spree – Please see Sylvia or Jackie for details
Agents for Change will change focus to Skye Spree over the next few weeks.  Please contribute your loose change to help the Youth Fellowship go “Over the sea to Skye.”

((
Baby & Toddler Group – Tuesdays from 10:30 – 12 noon. Mums, dads, grannies, carers all invited to attend with their babies or toddlers.

((
Taigh Ceilidh – 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.

Provisional Programme September – January 2011

	21st Sept.
	Spring Bulb Planting/ Games

	5th Oct.
	Kildonan Museum 

	2nd Nov.
	Photos & Frames – Marie Melnyczuk & Mick Norton

	15th Nov.
	Photos & Frames (Part 2) Marie & Mick

	7th  Dec.
	Cards & Calendars

	14th Dec. 
	Christmas Lunch

	18th Jan  2012
	I remember it well.


8
[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.jpg]


One year in
Benbecula church

Well, where do they go?  My parents always said that they fly more quickly as you get older – so it must be catching up with me for sure!!   October marks, for me not just my Ordination, but the end of a very enjoyable and worthwhile year at Benbecula Church of Scotland.  I could not have asked for a better one.
The personal challenges have been huge, but that has been tempered by the acceptance, warmth and loving care of all in this church.  From day one, help when needed, has been offered, and was most welcome.  Andy has been an excellent supervisor, and the support for ministry evident in this congregation, is indeed commendable. 

 You are a credit to our island culture, and an excellent example of how Christian community should be, from the after- church baking, to the youth work, parish visiting organisation, cheery children, banner making, painting jobs, door welcoming, and session board and congregation just getting on with it, together.  It has done me much good to be part of that set-up.   Once ordained I shall be contracted to the Presbytery of Uist, still maintaining my `day-job`, but with an itinerant ministerial role, so I hope I will have opportunity to still work with you, when needed. Thank you all. 
With much love in Christ,

Ishie Macdonald 
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Watch for details of Ishie’s ordination in the weekly intimations.
There is...
For every hectic work day there is a quiet rest...

For every painful experience there is a healing touch...

For every negative feeling there is an abiding joy...

For every disappointment there is a certain hope...

For every turbulent storm there is a sure foundation...

For every doubting thought there is a calm assurance...

For every hurtful action there is a forgiving love.

In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. Romans 8:37
                                       -Roy Lessin, DaySpring co-founder and writer
[image: image10.png]


"RE" Words
There are many "RE" words that are packed with hope and encouragement. The word REpurpose is often used today to remind us that many things once discarded, considered useless, and put aside for the trash heap, can be brought back, become useful once again, have value, and take on new meaning.

In the Scriptures we find some wonderful "RE" words that can keep hope and encouragement alive and thriving in our hearts.
REdeem
I am the LORD...I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments. Exodus 6:6
REstore
'For I will restore health to you and heal you of your wounds,' says the Lord. Jeremiah 30:17
REnew
But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles... Isaiah 40:31
10
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TWINNING VISIT TO KENYA 
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People who go on safari to Kenya return with stories of a remarkable holiday - of what they have seen in Tsavo (run by the Presbyterian Church of East Africa - PCEA),  Masai Mara , Serengeti or other national parks in Kenya. 

Well, the party from the church did not visit any of these places but still came back from an unforgettable holiday filled with memories of a vibrant church full of hospitable and warm people.

The Jerusha Kanyua Memorial Church (JKMC) is located in the town of Chuka some 120 kms north east of the capital of Kenya, Nairobi.

On our arrival in Nairobi we were met by Ben Rugendo who had been in regular contact with Wilson. Ben was found clutching a photograph of the party that had been taken at the Kenya evening held in our church as part of the fund raising towards the cost of the visit. We went to the Miele hotel that is run by the PCEA and is located close to the airport.  After a good night’s sleep, we started our visit with a call on the Secretary General of the PCEA, the Rev Festus Gitonga. He welcomed 
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us to the country and gave us a detailed history of the PCEA and its roots from the Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

We then left Nairobi bound for Chuka in a small mini-van. Sylvia decided to take the front seat alongside the driver and was soon initiated in the driving style of Kenya. We stopped at Thika to buy our lunch at a supermarket and then went on to a picnic area where we found a Delmonte shop selling a wide variety of fruit juices. The surrounding countryside contained pineapples as far as the eye could see, bound mainly for the European market as fresh or tinned fruit.
In late afternoon we arrived at Chuka to a very warm reception at the church. This included a march past by the Boys and Girls Brigade and some traditional dancing by the girls of the Ndgani Primary School. We each met the family who were going to be our hosts for the first part of the visit. After some refreshments we went off to our host family’s houses to unpack and get to know our hosts.
Over the period of the next two weeks we had a very comprehensive programme of visits around the area meeting many members of the community who welcomed us with open arms and many cups of tea.

The parish in which the JKMC is located contains some nine churches.  The parish is under the supervision of one minister, the Rev Carol Maina. During the course of our visit we met Carol on several occasions and became aware of her many responsibilities and dedication to what is obviously a very demanding position. Many of the churches are off the main tar roads so visiting them can be difficult particularly during the rainy season when roads become difficult or impassable.
Christ’s church is alive and well in Kenya with new churches springing up throughout the country. Initially, all this may be is a small hut made from tin sheets that obviously gets rather hot when the sun is shining. These buildings get replaced fairly quickly with more substantial ones. We visited one church under construction that is being built by the
12
congregation. Quite a remarkable achievement when one considers
 that the congregation only has ONE person in it that is in paid employment.

Our lasting memories of Chuka are of a vibrant church full of Christian love that is spreading the gospel in the local community in a wide variety of activities. Please pray that our Christian brothers in Chuka continue with this work.

Coming editions of the newsletter will feature reports from other members of the party on their memories and experiences of the trip.

The Guild’s meeting on Wednesday 5th at 7.30pm will be an evening when the party will share their experiences and show a selection of the some 1,700 pictures that were taken during our visit. Please put this date in your diary and come along. You will have an unforgettable evening! 

Some of the pictures and reports can be seen on the church web site www.benbeculaparishchurch.org so please log in and see what we got up to.
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Wind Turbine

At a recent Kirk Session and Congregational Board meeting it was agreed to share God’s blessings to us and tithe 10 % of income from the Feed in Tariff from the wind turbine to good causes.  The tithe from the first income was sent to Jerusha Kanyua Memorial Church in Chuka, Kenya for the building appeal for their new church.

((
Running the Race ~ Sponsored 10K Race (Glasgow - Sat 17th Sept) for Wycliffe Bible Translators: Stephen Varwell hopes to take part, and is looking for sponsors; forms are available in the front porch and the hall, if you feel able to help. Thank you. 
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A Matter of Church Record
Marriage:
Sarah MacDonald and Calum Morrison - Friday 26th August 
Funerals:
Mary MacDonald (28 Griminish Gate) July
John MacKinnon (7 Church Hill) August 
Caroline Thompson (14 Liniclate) August (Funeral in Clachan Cof S)
.
Elders and Parish Visitors

	Minister
	Rev. Andy Downie, The Manse
	602180

	District
	ELDER/Parish Visitor
	

	1
	Mary Rachel MacLeod, 5 Gramsdale
	602362

	2
	Katie MacGillivray, 12 Uachdar
	602265

	3
	Sylvia Norton, Clachan Cottage Iochdar
	610222

	4
	Norma Downie, The Manse
	602180

	5
	Katie MacRury, 7 Nunton
	602168

	6
	Norman MacDonald, Star Cottage
	602198

	7
	Wilson & Cherrie McKinlay, Rhughasinish 
	610393

	8
	Alasdair & Annie MacGillivray, 28a Aird
	602240

	9
	Mary Robertson, 9 Liniclate
	602532

	10
	Graham MacIntosh, 3 Creagorry
	602239

	
	Howard & Jackie Warner, Kilaulay
	610257


CDs of Services are available if you are housebound or have just missed a Sunday.  Please ask Cherrie or your elder/parish visitor if you would like a copy of any of the services. (Copies of past services available on loan from front of church.)                  
A very warm welcome is extended to everyone to all the following services and activities.  We look forward to welcoming you over thiscommunion season and encourage you to invite any newcomers and visitors to come with you.        
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Dates for your Diary

Saturday 10th Sept. 11:00 -12:30  
Youth Fellowship Coffee Morning 
in aid of visit to Skye Spree. 
Autumn Communion Season
Thursday 15th September – 8:00 pm English Preparatory Service
Friday 16th September – 8:00 pm Gaelic Preparatory Service –
                                                                 Rev John Murdo Smith

Sunday 18th September – 11:00 am - Communion
6:30 pm – Communion Thanksgiving
Monday 19th September – 7:00 – Kirk Session

                                            8:00 – Congregational Board

Friday 23rd/Saturday 24th September – Skye Spree
Wednesday 5th October – 7:30 pm - Guild – Kenya Twinning team report.

Andy and Norma on holiday in France 11th- 24th October

Oct. 16th & 23rd – services will be led by Rev. Adrian Varwell

Sunday 6th November – 6:30 pm - Informal Communion
Sunday 13th November – Remembrance Sunday 
                     1 pm - Act of Remembrance at War Memorial

Sunday 20th Nov. – Harvest Thanksgiving – We are Church - Uganda
Every Wednesday Evening –7.30-8.45 pm – Bible study and Prayer meeting.  Join us for a time of praise, informal Bible discussion and prayer.

www.benbeculaparishchurch.org  (full colour edition of newsletter)
We are registered as a charity ~ ref. no. SC 002191

A member of the Fellowship of Confessing Churches
