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Benbecula Church of Scotland
Christmas Newsletter 2011
Issue 4- 11
Friends,
This letter brings warm Christmas greetings to the entire Benbecula church family from Norma and me.  
[image: http://www.apostolicfaithec.org/Jesus_Light_of_the_World_Logo.jpg]
We pray that Jesus, the Light of the world, 
 will shine the light of His love to gladden your
 hearts and homes as together we celebrate 
His coming into our world to be our Saviour.

Jesus’ mission statement explains the purpose of His birth and gives the key to Christmas.  Jesus said, I came ‘to seek and to save what was lost’ (Luke 19:10).  This highlights two truths, one sombre, one glorious.  We sinful humans are lost – spiritually lost, lost from God, sunk in sin;  and Jesus, the eternal Word of God, came from heaven to be our Saviour-Rescuer, ‘to seek and to save what was lost’. 

Jesus likened our lostness and His search and rescue mission to a Good Shepherd searching for a lost sheep, to a devoted housewife searching for her lost silver coin, to a loving Father longing for the return of his long-lost, pig-sty son (Luke 15:1-32).  These images find their reality in Jesus born of a Virgin in a Bethlehem stable, crucified on the cross of Calvary.  Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension is the love and passion of heaven; heaven’s emergency service on search and rescue mission – that we lost sinners might be saved.  Jesus’ birth is God come to the ‘far country’ in all-consuming search for the lost.  The Bethlehem cattle shed, the pig-sty stench and muck, is God the Son, humbling
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 Himself, taking our flesh and our nature to rescue, to lift us from sin, to bring us back to the Father.

Timothy Dudley-Smith, retired Bishop of Thetford, captured the wonder of Christmas in his beautiful Christmas carol, Holy Child, how still You lie.  In verse 5 he focuses on Jesus’ search and rescue mission.
Holy Child, so far from home,
All the lost to seek and save:
To what dreadful death You come,
To what dark and silent grave!

We hope and pray that many will want to share in worship in church over the Christmas season and we extend a warm invitation to all the services listed in the newsletter.  

We also send prayerful greetings to any who will be unable to join us for Christmas worship – restricted to home or hospital through illness or frailty with advancing years.  Also in our prayers are those for whom Christmas stirs aching memories and deepens heartache because of the loss of a loved one.  We pray God’s special consolation for those bereaved this past year.  

Our sincere prayer for everyone is that Christmas will be a true Christian celebration, marked by a deep gratitude to and a spirit of worship and adoration of the Saviour who sought us and who saves us.

Yours, with warm affection, in the love of our searching Saviour, Jesus Christ,

Andy and Norma Downie
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[image: Beautiful coloring page of baby Jesus in the manger download free religious pictures for kids(children) download]Holy Child, how still You lie!
Safe the manger, soft the hay; 
Faint upon the eastern sky
Breaks the dawn of Christmas Day.

Holy Child, whose birthday brings
Shepherds from their fields and fold,
Angel-choirs and eastern kings,
Myrrh and frankincense and gold:

[image: Preview Image]Holy Child, what gift of grace
From the Father freely willed! 
In Your infant form we trace
All God’s promises fulfilled.

Holy Child, whose human years
Span like ours delight and pain;
One in human joys and tears,
[image: http://fredericksburgchurchofchrist.com/image/coloringbook/jesus.gif]One in all but sin and stain:

[image: http://www.sermons4kids.com/good_shepherd_lg.gif]Holy Child, so far from home,
All the lost to seek and save:
To what dreadful death You come, 
To what dark and silent grave!

Holy Child, before whose name
Powers of darkness faint and fall;
Conquered death and sin and shame –
Jesus Christ is Lord of all!
[image: http://www.clipartoday.com/_thumbs/034/M/Manger_3_tnb.png]
Holy Child, how still You lie!
Safe the manger, soft the hay;
Clear upon the eastern sky
Breaks the dawn of Christmas Day.

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926)

Copyright © 1966 Timothy Dudley-Smith 
CCL Licence no. 1046031
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[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_KIZG6IMG-Kw/TJ60OVlyuvI/AAAAAAAABcI/FaaIgorQK0o/s1600/ScreenHunter_04+Sep.+25+22.45.gif]James was listening to a Bible story. His Dad read, ‘The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city but his wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt.
     Concerned, James asked, ‘What happened to the flea?’ 
    

[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT7Yzs7cOmA82IbO47c0BwquflILm6ZFHuF6zeI0bimZtmtKMaqLsYyjH8D]When Papa Read the Bible
The time is 7 o’clock of an evening in the closing decade of the 19th century. The scene is an old-fashioned dining room of a home located in a small mid-New Hampshire manufacturing town. The yellow glow of a kerosene lamp, ceiling-hung over the dining table, lights the central table.
"By the time I left school for college, I had heard my father read the Bible 6,000 times.
"Every evening, except Sunday, immediately after supper, at 7 o’clock Papa would say: " Son, get the Book". Off one of us goes into the parlour, takes the Bible off the table and hands it to Papa…………. Nothing was ever allowed to interrupt this, not even the night the lampshade caught fire!
"What enchanting reading it was! Quiet and without dramatics, there was never a dull moment when Papa read the Bible…….. for example I saw Abraham leave Ur of the Chaldees, sojourn in Haram, gather his clan, move across the desert not knowing whither he went. I dreamed Josephs dreams, cringed when he was kidnapped and sold as a slave to Potiphar in Egypt. I rejoiced when he rose to be chief slave, was horrified when Mrs Potipher wronged him and he was cast into prison.
"I heard Israel sing the Psalms:  The Lord is my Shepherd, Bless the Lord o my Soul, O Lord thou hast searched me and knowest me……….on and on through a hundred ringing rhythms..
"I heard Jesus shout Lazarus come forth. I heard him telling
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parables:…… a certain man had two sons………… there was a certain rich man ……………. I saw his head droop on the cross and beheld him as he rose again.
"Of all these 6,000 readings one stands out above all: it was the night Papa lost his job. Supper went as usual; Papa said, Son get the Book. I do not remember what he read but when he rose from his knees to return the Bible to its place, he sang an old Gospel chorus:
Blessed be the name, blessed be the name blessed be the name of the Lord,
What did I learn from these thousands of readings?...... many things, but I sensed a little then, and I see clearly now that in life only one thing matters-  Jesus Christ only. Without Jesus one has nothing and with him one has everything .That is all.
Papa read the Bible….. he read it aloud to the family nightly some 6,000 times.
Go and do thou likewise.
Go! Seek out the Book of the Lord and read.

    

Hospital Visiting, Glasgow: Rev Donald Inglis
Donald has very generously and kindly offered to visit any of our folks
who may be attending hospital in Glasgow, at any time - we have simply to let him know the details, dates, etc;

Donald and Yvonne can be contacted at:
"Lindores", 39 Thomson Drive, Bearsden, Glasgow, G61 3PA
Tel:             0141 942 1387      

Donald has been unable to undertake any service as a locum for nearly two years because of an ear complaint; our prayers for resolution and healing would be very much appreciated.

    

Thank you from Stephen Varwell to all who sponsored him  in Running the Race ~ Sponsored 10K Race (Glasgow - Sat 17th Sept) for Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
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[image: ]       [image: 0511-0904-1302-0033_Unhappy_Husband_Vacuuming_Wearing_an_Apron_clipart_image]        [image: TeaLady]
Once again a huge THANK YOU to all who faithfully clean the church and hall throughout the year, make the teas after church or take a turn at reading the lesson on Sunday mornings! Your hard work and willingness to participate ensure the smooth running of the church. 

[image: ORDER Your 2010 Window Cleaning Top 5 Reason You need a new window cleaner Calendar]NEW ROTAS for 2012 will soon be on the board in the hall if you feel that you would like to help in any of these activities. 

    
              
[image: http://www.blythswood.org/logos/logo2.jpg]                  Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox for this
                  year’s Blythswood SHOE BOX APPEAL.  TWENTY boxes
                  were collected and taken to the depot in Evanton for onward distribution to make Christmas more enjoyable for our brothers and sisters in Eastern Europe. 

    
[image: xgdlogohighres] "The Church of Scotland Guild is a movement 
within the Church of Scotland which invites and encourages both women and men to commit their lives to Jesus Christ and action."
What does the Lord require of you?
       Called to walk humbly with God 
2011-2012 Guild Syllabus
SATURDAY 10th December at 1:00 pm - Carols, Cake and Candy at Alasdair & Annie MacGillivrays’ home, 28a Aird.  ALL WELCOME
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FRIDAY 13th January 2012–7:00-9:00 pm Meeting with Youth Fellowship in church hall.
MONDAY 6th February – 7:30- Bible Study led by Norma Downie
SUNDAY 19th February, 2012 - Church Family Potluck Lunch in the church hall.
FRIDAY 2nd March – World Day of Prayer from Malaysia “Let Justice Prevail”
MONDAY 5th March – AGM & Discussion Topic: Let’s talk about …thanking God for His Creation.
SATURDAY 24th March –Daffodil Tea 2:00 -3:30 pm (Provisional)
MONDAY 16th April – Pampering Evening  
MONDAY 21st May at 6:00 pm - Congregational Walk followed by Healthy Eating Buffet.

Saturday 18th August – Flower Festival
    
[image: http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/mkoudis/mkoudis0910/mkoudis091000001/5621508-a-nativity-scene-with-the-star-of-bethlehem-in-the-background.jpg]                You are invited
 Sunday 18th December 11.00am 
Christmas Family Service followed 
by finger buffet.  Please bring food to share.

6:30 pm Community Carol Service in Balivanich School.    ALL WELCOME
[image: http://www.clipartoday.com/_thumbs/034/C/Caroling_2_tnb.png]
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Over 70 of Scotland’s largest evangelical churches, attended by more than 20,000 people, have signed an open letter to First Minister Alex Salmond urging him not to redefine marriage.
THE LETTER IN FULL:
We write as leaders of some of Scotland’s largest Evangelical churches. Like everyone, we want to help build a better, stronger Scotland. As churches we are actively engaged in our communities for the good of all people.
We join with others to express our support for retaining the current legal definition of marriage, which has served Scotland well for centuries. We are concerned about the implications if marriage is redefined. It stands to reason a redefinition will be promoted as standard by public bodies. This has significant implications across society, not least for what children will be taught in schools.
Marriage – although it has been undermined in recent decades – remains a vital universal institution that has benefited Scottish society for centuries. The marriage of one man to one woman, for life, for the rearing of children in a stable environment, is a cornerstone of society. It is embedded in history and in cultures around the world.
Marriage is also rooted in nature. The opposite sexes of men and women are integral to its character and to its success. Children do best when they are raised by the mother and father who conceived them. Numerous independent studies show this to be true. Of course there will be exceptions, however, in redefining marriage people are being told that a child does not need a mother and a father.
Government did not invent marriage, and it is astonishing that it is seeking to legally redefine it at the behest of a small minority. What is to stop it being redefined further? There is a very real risk
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 of definition-creep. If marriage is redefined who is to say that, for example, polygamy should not be legalised?
In supporting marriage, we are not removing rights from anyone. Redefining marriage is not an issue of equality or fairness, as argued by those calling for this change. Equality does not mean sameness but recognises diversity. In the Scottish Government’s consultation document it is abundantly clear that homosexual couples already have the rights of marriage available through civil partnerships.
Despite the sincere promises to protect those who disagree with redefining marriage, we have well-founded misgivings about the religious liberty implications. However, our chief concern is that Scottish society will be the poorer if the definition of marriage is rewritten. Marriage is foundational and so much else rests upon it. You cannot radically alter the definition of marriage without it having knock-on effects on so much else in our society.
We agree with the Scottish Government that this debate should be conducted with courtesy and respect. We call upon First Minister Alex Salmond to uphold the clear understanding of marriage that has served Scotland well for centuries.


FRIDAY 9th December is the closing date for responses to the Scottish Government's consultation on same sex marriage. It is vital that as many responses as possible are submitted to the consultation expressing opposition to the proposals. Although we are making a response as a Kirk Session, it is important that individuals make their own personal submissions - either written or on-line.   PLEASE MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN!
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[image: kenya]Twinning: Our Sister Church
            Jerusha Kanyua Memorial Church,
                             Chuka, Kenya

NEWS FROM CHUKA
JKMC continues to grow. The necessary formalities for the construction of the new larger church are being completed. Two old mango trees that were on the site of the new church have been felled.
They are currently in the process of selecting their party of six who will travel to Benbecula next summer. The provisional date for their visit is in late May for 2 weeks.
If you would like to be involved in any way with the visit, please contact; Annie, Sylvia or Wilson.
The Twinning noticeboard in the hall contains news from Chuka as well as a selection of photos taken during our visit in August.
    

TURBINE UPDATE
The turbine completed its 1st year of operation in early October.
It has in this period, produced just over 15,000 kWh of electricity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the same period, the church buildings have consumed just under 14,000 kWh of electricity from the grid. 
    

After the christening of his baby brother in church, the little boy sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.  His father asked him three times what was wrong.
Finally, the boy replied, ‘That preacher said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home and I wanted to stay with you guys.’
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Obituary printed in the London Times
 - 
Interesting and sadly rather true.
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us 
for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.
He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:
Knowing when to come in out of the rain;
Why the early bird gets the worm;
Life isn't always fair;
M
aybe it 
was
 my fault.
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you can 
earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but overbearing regulations 
were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a 
classmate; teens suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job that they 
themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when 
schools were required to get parental consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a stu
dent; but could not inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an 
abortion.
Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became businesses; and criminals re
ceived better treatment than their victims. Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for assault.
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to realize that a steam
ing cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge 
settlement. Common Sense was preceded in death, by his parents, Truth and Trust, by his 
wife, Discretion, by his daughter, Responsibility, and by his son, Reason.
He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, I Want It Now, Someone Else Is To Blame, and I'm A Victim
.
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. If you still remember 
him, pass this on. If not, join the majority and do nothing.
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Light looked down and beheld the Darkness.
'Thither will I go, said Light. 
Peace looked down and beheld War,
'Thither will I go, said Peace.
Love looked down and beheld hatred,
'Thither will I go, said Love.
So came Light, and shone,
So came Peace, and gave rest.
So came Love, and brought life.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.

    

 (
To be in your children's memories tomorrow, you have to be
 
i
n
 their lives today.
Children need your presence more than your presents.
Parents: a peculiar group who first try to get their children to walk and
 
talk, and then try to get them to sit down and shut up.
(From a Bundle of laughs- J John and Mark 
Stibbe
, Monarch Books)
)
[image: http://www.cappaghparish.com/images/Old_Woman_Cleaning_Leafes.jpg]    

The Old Cleaning Woman
There was a little old cleaning woman who went to the local church. When the invitation was given at the end of the service, she went forward, wanting to become a member. The minister listened as she told him how she had accepted Jesus and wanted to be baptised and become a member of the church.
The minister thought to himself, "Oh my, she's so unkempt, even smells a little, and her fingernails aren't clean. She picks up garbage, cleans toilets – what would the members think of her?" He told her to go home and pray about it and then decide.
The following week, here she came again. She told the minister that
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she had prayed about it and still wanted to be baptised. "I've passed this church for so long. It's so beautiful, and I truly want to become a member."
Again the minister told her to go home and pray some more.  A few weeks later, while out eating at a restaurant, the minister saw the little old lady. He didn't want her to think he was ignoring her, so he approached her and said, "I haven't seen you for a while. Is everything all right?"
"Oh yes," she said, "I talked with Jesus and he told me not to worry about becoming a member of your church."
"He did ?" asked the minister.
"Oh yes," she replied, "He said even He hasn't been able to get into your church yet, and he's been trying for years."
(from A Bundle of Laughs, J.John and Mark Stibble, Monarch Books.)

    
         Taigh Ceilidh – 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.
Provisional Programme September – January 2012

	7th December 
	Cards and Calendars

	14th December 
	1:00 PM Christmas Lunch & Carols

	18th Jan  2012
	I remember it well. Childhood photos, games, food.

	1st February
	Poetry Day & Mad Hatter’s Tea Party

	15th February
	Jackie Warner – Icing Cupcakes

	7th March
	Outing to Smokehouse & Claddach Kirkibost

	14th March
	Kenya Day

	18th April
	Outing to Taigh Chearsabhagh




    
I do not care if this does offend someone ... This is what I believe ...

I am sick and tired of every year when Christmas comes round, there are people who want to take Christ out of Christmas because it might offend someone!  Well, what about all of us Christians? What about offending us?  Christ IS Christmas!  If you aren’t celebrating Christ why are you celebrating?  Leave our holiday alone and tell everyone ~ Happy Christmas or Merry Christmas NOT Happy Holidays or Seasons Greetings!
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Natasha Cooling married Greg Bell, in Culross Abbey, Fife, on 28th August this year.  Natasha is the 
Grand-Daughter of 
Sheila MacDonald and of the late Donald  MacDonald, 
Druim Haye, Aird.



     
Elders and Parish Visitors
	Minister
	Rev. Andy Downie, The Manse
	602180

	District
	ELDER/Parish Visitor
	

	1
	Mary Rachel MacLeod, 5 Gramsdale
	602362

	2
	Katie MacGillivray, 12 Uachdar
	602265

	3
	Sylvia Norton, Clachan Cottage Iochdar
	610222

	4
	Norma Downie, The Manse
	602180

	5
	Katie MacRury, 7 Nunton
	602168

	6
	Norman MacDonald, Star Cottage
	602198

	7
	Wilson & Cherrie McKinlay, Rhughasinish 
	610393

	8
	Alasdair & Annie MacGillivray, 28a Aird
	602240

	9
	Mary Robertson, 9 Liniclate
	602532

	10
	Graham MacIntosh, 3 Creagorry
	602239

	
	Howard & Jackie Warner, Kilaulay
	610257


      If you are uncertain as to your district, you will find your district number on the address label on your newsletter.  
www.benbeculaparishchurch.org
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Sunday 18th  December 11.00am 
Christmas Family Service followed 
by finger buffet
Evening 6.30pm 
Christmas community carol service
 in Balivanich Primary School

Saturday 24th December 11.15pm Watchnight service 

Sunday  25th December at 11.00am Christmas Day service
                            NO evening service 

Manse Christmas fellowship on Wednesday 28th December from 2.00-4.00pm (come when you can leave when you must) All welcome.

New Year worship on Sunday 1st January 2012 at 11.00am 
                            NO evening service 

Sunday 8th January 11.00am and 6.30pm (evening service will include an informal celebration of Communion)

Every Wednesday Evening –7.30-8.45 pm – Bible study and Prayer meeting.  Join us for a time of praise, informal Bible discussion and prayer. (Please note: no midweek meetings on Wed 28th or Wed 4th Jan 2012)

Baby & Toddlers – Tuesdays 10 – 12 in Church Hall
Youth Clubs – Tuesdays Juniors 6:30-8:00 pm, Seniors 8:00 – 9:30 pm 
                                                    In Balivanich School
Taigh Ceilidh – 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 2 - 4 pm in Church Hall
Ladies Bible Study -  2nd & 4th Wednesdays 10:30 -12 noon in the Vestry 
Youth Fellowship – Fridays 7:00 – 9:00 pm in Church Hall

A very warm welcome is extended to everyone to all these services and activities.  We look forward to greeting you over this special season and encourage you to invite any newcomers and visitors to come with you.
The minister, elders and parish visitors wish you all
a most blessed Christmas and prosperous 2012!
We are registered as a charity ~ ref. no. 002191
Member of Fellowship of Confessing Churches
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